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Need to preserve a free and pluralist press

Static vs. dynamic approach

● Services such as Google’s give access to more information than ever before!

Contradicted by two natural experiments

● Losing the long tail (Germany)

● Bonus to the incumbents (Spain)



News aggregators are free riding?

Google’s services provide tremendous value to the news industry

Publishers are in control, news aggregators simply reflect their choices

Monetization of news in aggregators or search engines is a myth



Regional Court of Berlin, 19 Feb. 2016, VG Media v. Google:

“combination of value and money flows as well as non-monetary benefits for all 

parties and this constitutes a win-win situation. This well-balanced system is 

disturbed by the neighbouring right, under which the press publishers now 

demand that the defendant (...) pays remuneration for something that is also in the 

economic interest of the website operator.”


