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Open source has really 
dramatically changed in the 
last several years…
Open Source is now fully 
permeated in just about 
everything that we do from a 
technology perspective.

Don Duet
Co-Head of the Technology Division, 
Goldman Sachs

 Open Source in a global IT context

Source : Black Duck/Northbridge, 2015
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Business and value models

Similar to 
proprietary 

software

Open 
Source 
specific Sources of revenues of entities creating the software

Their business 
activity requieres 
that the software 

exists and is 
properly 

maintained : 
NASA 

(OpenStack), 
Facebook, Twitter, 
Intel, ARM (Linux 
Kernel), Zalando

Contributors to 
the software sell 

services around it, 
using their 
expertise  - 

support, training, 
etc. (2nd Quadrant 

and Dalibo for 
PostGreSQL, 
Oslandia for 

QGIS)  

A subscription 
offers access to 

easy updates and 
support (Red Hat 
for RHEL, JBoss)

The vendors also 
sells proprietary 

licences, as part of  
a dual licencing or 

freemium offer 
(Alfresco, 

MongoDB)

Service or 
product using 
the software

Service around 
the software

Subscriptions
Proprietary 

licences
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Anatomy of a simple Open Source Licence (BSD 3 Clause)

Copyright (c )  <year> <owner> . All rights reserved. 

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without modification, are 
permitted provided that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, this list of 
conditions and the following disclaimer. 

2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of 
conditions and the following disclaimer in the documentation and/or other materials 
provided with the distribution. 

3. Neither the name of the copyright holder nor the names of its contributors may be used 
to endorse or promote products derived from this software without specific prior written 
permission.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS
 "AS IS" AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT 
HOLDER OR CONTRIBUTORS  BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, 
SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR 
PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF 
LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING 
NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS 
SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 

Warranty disclaimer

Active obligations

Grant of rights

Copyright notice

Passive obligation
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Copyleft : copyright turned upside down

FOSS is very different from public domain: its licences give 
fundamental rights, but also bear obligations. These obligations can 
be very easy to comply with (like proper crediting of initial authors), 
other can more complex, especially the reciprocity obligation called 
Copyleft: every derivative work of a work published under this 
licence can only be published under the same licence.

Copyleft has many consequences both from a legal, organisational 
and economical point of view. The most famous copyleft licence is 
the GNU General Public Licence (GNU GPL, used by the Linux 
Kernel)

Other copyleft licences include the Eclipse Public Licence, the 
European Union Public Licence.

Non coyleft licences are called “permissive”. The most famous are 
the BSD Family, the MIT and the Apache licences.

Intermediary licences exist, called “weak copyleft” : the LGPL (lesser 
GPL), the Mozilla Pubic Licence, etc.

Copyright Copyleft


